This excellent man died comparatively young, and the
writer remembers hearing George Westinghouse say that
the first night in his life that he lay awake was the night
after John died. George was forty-four years old when
John died and for twenty-five years he had led a life that
might have hardened a man's sensibilities.

George, too, had war experience which had its effect
upon his character, for it was his privilege to live through
a great historical period and to take an active part in it.
He was in the middle of his fifteenth year when the Civil
War broke out and he promptly ran away to enlist. With
like promptness his father nipped his military career then,
but two years later, when he was about sixteen and a half,
he was permitted to go'to the war as an enlisted man. After
a little service in the infantry and cavalry he became an
engineer officer in the navy. A boy so young, going into
a veteran army, had little chance for distinction, although
boys but little older, who entered service even later, did
sometimes get to be field officers. The chief interest in
this episode is that it was characteristic of the individual
and the nation. The lads of those days rushed to the
colors with beautiful spirit. Gaily they tramped the weary
marches. Firmly they endured and fought. Gladly they
volunteered for desperate deeds. The records of the War
Department show that 41.4: per cent of the enrolments in
the Union army were boys of eighteen and under, and 77.7
per cent were twenty-one and under.*

Amongst these gallant and ardent youths were the
Westinghouse brothers. The boys did not realize then
what a great thing they were doing. Their historical imagi-
nation was undeveloped. They had little capacity for
analysis or expression. They did their work at the front

* Authority of Lieutenant-General S. B. M. Young, U. S. A.